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8.1mb. Print Publication : July 2017 / Number of Pages : 92. Print Publication Date : 1 Jul 2017 The Philippines is a multicultural country known for its unique and rich cultural heritage. Manila, the capital city of the Philippines, is the largest metropolitan area in Asia, and is also the most ethnically diverse city in the world. According to the 2016 Philippine Census, the country's population is approximately 96 million, 90% of whom are of indigenous or
mixed indigenous and European ancestry, while the rest of the population consists of native-born persons of Spanish, French, or American origin. Spanish is the primary official language of the country, but a variety of local dialects also exist, mostly spoken in areas with sizable populations of Tagalog, Ilocano, and Visayan speakers. The Filipinos are also influenced by various forms of Chinese, Japanese, Malay, and Arabic languages. The country is home to
one of the oldest civilizations in the world, which spans over 3000 years, and was established in the 10th century. The Philippines was once colonized by many foreign nations, which led to the introduction of various languages and cultures, resulting in the country's complex and diverse history. The first European colonizers established a complex social system based on the Christian doctrines. By the turn of the 20th century, the islands had undergone a second
period of colonization and were controlled by Spain and the United States. Following the Philippine Revolution in 1898, the country achieved its independence as a sovereign nation, but it was later divided into separate nations and occupied by a number of foreign powers and military dictatorships. In the latter half of the 20th century, the Philippines once again gained its independence, and became a democratic republic. The country has been a member of the
United Nations since its founding, but was ranked 149th in the 2015 Globalization Index. It is a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), as well as other international organizations. The Philippines is the only Southeast Asian country to acquire an award-winning national literature. According to the book, Contemporary Philippine Writers: A
Bibliography. by H. S. Chee, the national literature of the Philippines is divided into three main branches: folk literature, nationalist literature, and modern literature. The folk literature includes the proverbs, aphorisms, expressions, songs, riddles, legends, and epics. The nationalist literature
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