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Anastasiya Deihimova, Russia. May is coming to an end and the weather is starting to warm up. It is the time of year when the
hot days of summer start to give way to the cold nights of autumn. Yet every year, people’s minds turn to the world of festivals,
especially the pagan holiday of Beltaine. Beltaine, which falls on May Day (May 1), is an ancient Celtic festival that celebrates
the first harvest, the first fruits and new beginnings. It also welcomes in summer and the bright days ahead. It is not surprising,
then, that the word Beltaine resonates with ancient symbolism. The ancient Celts called it Bealtaine or Bealtain, which means
“the blossoming of meadows, fields and trees”. This name resonates with the Celtic tradition of trees, flowers and herbs. It is
also a word that is deeply rooted in the landscape of Europe and is found in the names of towns and villages in Wales, France,
Germany and Northern Ireland. The Celts considered Bealtaine to be a very special time in the year, as they thought of it as a
bridge between two worlds. During Beltaine, the world of the dead and the world of the living cross over and intermingle. The
days are lighter and spring is in the air. At Beltaine, the first shoots of spring come to life, marking the arrival of summer. So,

what does Beltaine mean to modern people? In the modern world, Beltaine is best known for being a time when bonfires are lit
in front of 2d92ce491b
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