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SAGAMORE, Mass. — A Connecticut man whose golf game took a dramatic turn after a stroke has gone on to capture an
unofficial victory in the United States Golf Association’s 63rd annual “Battle at Baltusrol” Amateur Championship. Stephen
Vasquez, a senior at the University of Connecticut, carded a 66 Thursday to emerge from a field that included two dozen U.S.
Open champions to capture the four-man event at Baltusrol Golf Club. Vasquez said he used lessons from pros on the last few
holes and credited the first round with saving his life. “I think it was the first,” Vasquez said. “When I got that hole out I was
like, ‘OK, I'm going to play my way out of this thing.” I was like, ‘I can get out of this thing’ because the last two holes I was like,
‘Oh, this is just going to be a long day.” Vasquez, a junior major in bioengineering at UConn, finished at 18-under par and was
joined by his father, Leo Vasquez of West Hartford, the 2003 champion, and two-time winner Cristie Kerr of New York, whose
gallery was full with friends and family. The second-place finisher, who did not want to be named, carded a 75 and dropped into
a tie for third place with Henrik Haataja of Finland and Billy Horschel of Florida. Stephen Vasquez, a senior at the University
of Connecticut, takes his shot on the first hole during the first round of the 63rd annual United States Golf Association Amateur
Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club on Thursday, June 20, 2018, in Springfield, N.J. (Bill Hughes/For The Washington Post)
Bill Hughes, The Washington Post “After that hole, I was like, ‘Man, this is a little more than I thought it was going to be,” the
younger Vasquez said. “That just kind of helped me relax and play for the rest of the round.” Leo Vasquez said Stephen had
scored as low as 78 on a par-71 course earlier this week, so it was a real surprise when he came home with the bogey-free 66. “I
don’t know what I was expecting,
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