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generates a first linearly-polarized beam and a second linearly-polarized beam with orthogonal polarization axes, the second linearly-polarized beam being polarization-inverted to the first linearly-polarized beam in the second branching part. With the optical branching apparatus in accordance with the above-mentioned embodiment of the present invention, the optical branching part is designed to cut a second linearly-polarized beam, so
that the amount of light cut by the branching part is roughly equivalent to the amount of light inputted in an optical branched condition. In other words, the amount of light inputted in the branching part is roughly the same as the amount of light radiated in the first and second branching parts. As a result, the amount of light radiated in the first and second branching parts is roughly equal to the amount of light inputted in the branching part.

The laser diode receives the branching of light from the branching part of the light from the starry light source which is divided into the first linearly-polarized beam and the second linearly-polarized beam in response to the operation of a driving signal sent from a controller, and radiate the branched light in a pulse-like manner. As a result 3e33713323
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