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Percutaneous biopsy Isawidely used
method of renal diagnosis. Few
guidelines exist as to how patients
should be evaluated prior to
percutaneous renal biopsy. Therefore,
IN a prospective study, we evaluated
64 consecutive patients in whom a
diagnosis was obtained from
percutaneous renal biopsy (54
patients) or from renal surgery (10
patients). Evaluation of patients
Included clinical history, laboratory
tests, and imaging studiesto
determine if any findings made
preoperatively would alter the
technique and/or clinical




management of the patient. A
protocol was developed to help
prevent complications. No procedure-
related complications occurred. No
change in the clinical management
was needed for any of the patients.
The protocol altered the surgical
approach for seven patients with
persistent flank pain (five with rena
agenesis and two with suspected
renal tumors). The level of
preoperative evaluation of patients
with renal masses Is a source of
controversy. High-resolution
ultrasound demonstrated lesions in 30
of 64 patients (46%) with renal




tumors, but computed tomography
(CT) or magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) were required for
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