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. Related links:. where all actors, including The Fool and the King, played their parts, there was a furious battle; a desperate
struggle for the possession of a line of succession. Tancred and Hagen fought with equals, and neither conquered the other, until
the King made an unsuccessful attempt upon Hagen; the latter was killed in the conflict, and his four companions, among whom
was Tancred, fled in different directions. Hagen was buried at Meinerschenbroek, and great search was made for the youth as he
wandered about in disguise. The King, following in the steps of his brother, became involved in the quarrel, and a party of lords

and retainers of Baldwin, then Earl of Flanders, seized on Ghent. Baldwin offered to lend his assistance for the purpose of

disinheriting the infant King and placing an usurper upon the throne; but his offer was rejected, and the country being in the
midst of a famine, the burghers, who had much to lose by such a rebellion, were satisfied with a reconciliation; and so peace was
made between the King and the Count of Flanders. In the meanwhile, Hagen and Tancred, after sleeping apart, had agreed to
reconcile and again to live together. Tancred, who was fond of his young companion, could not resist the fascination of his
appearance, and was drawn to him by the powerful hold which a sense of honour had acquired upon him. Hagen was, on the
contrary, aroused by the admiration and devotion which the young man seemed to extend to him, and he thought with a sigh that
she whom he had won could not be his. He was glad when the Lady Ragnild came to him with the news that his brother,
Gunther, whom he had left under the care of his mother, was mortally wounded. He persuaded Tancred to let him take her and
the child away to his house in Flanders, promising to send him again for them. The Lady Ragnild, however, found means to
communicate to Tancred, who now prepared to take his departure, that the child was his son. He tried to withdraw from his
promise, but the lady's influence over him triumphed over his resolve. At Tancred's funeral, she wept bitterly, and the knights
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