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D. J. Fontana D. J. Fontana September 18, 1989 The fourth-generation Fontana’s love for music has not
kept him from his job as a city planner. Three years ago, he joined the city of Duluth’s planning staff as
the project manager of the Midtown Urban Center Development, a project to reshape the downtown. He
says he has no regrets about leaving the city planner’s desk. "I like urban planning," he says. "I'm more than
comfortable with the idea of working out of the urban environment." For 25 years, he worked for three
different firms in the Twin Cities, developing a number of plans and projects. He says he’s been able to
improve on the "dumb, lazy" towns he grew up in. "I try to make places less homogenous," he says. "I
dislike cookie-cutter subdivisions." He even likes working in a downtown setting, instead of suburbia. "I
like to work in towns where the people are active, where businesses are visible," he says. After returning to
Duluth, he began a long-range development plan for the city. In order to accomplish this, he was working
"with the downtown business association, with the downtown development association and with the
planners who have a lot of experience with downtown development." The Midtown project, he says, has
been a revelation. "I came in with a new lens and a new way of looking at things," he says. "I'm a fairly
cautious person. I have a tendency to take a conservative, critical look at things. I'm not very optimistic
about the status quo, but I always keep an open mind. I like to keep my options open to see what’s
happening, both sides of an issue.” He studied architecture at University of Minnesota. After graduation,
he moved to Philadelphia to take a job with the Planning Department. He was approached by an architect
and told they could find work together.
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