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1, 2018 Dear Mr Pondick For many
years we have been in touch viamy
computer files on your website, and
you have written to me afew times as
well. | feel privileged to be a recipient
of your love and attention, and | have
no doubt that | am one of many who
read you daily because of our
Interactions. In the last few days |
nave come to a point where |l no
onger feel able to read the text on the
pages of the IUCN Red List, even
though | am still confronted with the
reality of extinction of thousands of
species, often of animals | know
intimately. There are no news stories




to distract from the terrible real ity of
the facts of species extinction. It isall
too real for meto bear, and it makes
me sad beyond measure. | can't seem
to get over it. Then, you emailed me
recently about the book | had written.
How could | have forgotten such a
brilliant compliment? | am abit shy to
mention this, so | will just say it: The
Passionate Friends is a beautiful book!
It 1s so beautiful, in fact, that | am
afraid | will never be ableto read it
again. | read it repeatedly and | can
barely find the strength to ook
through the chapters again! It isabit
sad, isn't it? And when | first started




reading the book, | wondered how on
earth | could ever forget the kind
words of a gentleman like you! But
then | remembered something: |
haven't actually finished the book. |
only returned to It today, over a month
after | started It. It's not quite finished.
And | didn't tell you that. But | do
want to finish it, and | have been
given the chance to do so, thanks to
the kind email | received from you.

Y ou said that you loved the book, and
that you could not wait to finish it. |
was very honoured and flattered.
When | finished the book, it wasn't
guite the end. | have never had




anything to do with a novel before,
never written onein my life. So, | was
very, very happy that you were so
encouraging. | 54b84ch42d
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