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was shot by a police officer during an investigatory stop is now dead. Roberto Rodriguez, 48, was shot by Officer Andrew

Rayfield after a scuffle in Northwest Phoenix on Sunday night, according to the Arizona Republic. A witness named Jose told
the newspaper that Rayfield’s bullet hit Rodriguez in the head after they had both been running away from a traffic stop.

ADVERTISEMENT Police spokesman Jonathan Howard said that Rayfield told investigators that he “felt his safety was at
risk” when he and other officers stopped the blue Chevrolet sedan. “He told us he thought the vehicle was responding to
something,” Howard said. “He felt threatened and felt he had to open fire.” The Ford was not responding to the officer’s

emergency lights and sirens, however, according to witnesses. Rayfield fired a single shot that hit Rodriguez in the head. A
witness saw Rodriguez lying face-up on the ground and approached him. ADVERTISEMENT “I told him to stay calm and he
said he was on drugs,” Jose said. Rayfield had previously made a traffic stop of a vehicle after it had responded to the police
emergency lights. ADVERTISEMENT He then fled the scene after the shooting. “The driver wasn’t allowed to drive and he

left the scene to keep going,” Howard said. The driver got back into the blue car and fled the area. ADVERTISEMENT Police
were searching for the car at the time of the shooting. Rayfield was released from jail on Monday after posting $1,500 bail.

Howard did not say whether the officer would face discipline.
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