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script.Rotherham Council has taken the crucial step of tackling street beggars in the town.
Cllr Kirsten Roache, cabinet member for Health and Social Care, said: “Begging on the

streets of Rotherham is a nuisance and in some cases is a crime. “As a result of the new
powers that we have we will be taking the necessary action to make it much harder for
people to stand in doorways and beg. “The most effective way to tackle this problem is
through finding other means of income which is why we are also lobbying Rotherham’s

existing street traders to find legitimate ways of making a living and ensuring everyone can
earn an honest living.” Eight people have been arrested on suspicion of begging in the town

centre. Inspector Shona Borthwick from Rotherham Council’s Public Protection Unit said:
“You can never be sure who you are talking to when it comes to street begging. “Offenders
could be people with mental health issues who are not registered as homeless or children

who have nothing else to do. “The new legislation will help us identify who are looking for a
free handout and they may be more likely to
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