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promote anti-lranian rhetoric among oil
markets, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo took aim at the Saudis, calling
the kingdom'’s energy cooperation with
Russia and China “destructive” to the
region. On Tuesday, Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo rejected a U.S. journalist’s
question about the Trump
administration’s policy of “maximum
pressure” on lran. “You tell me if there
IS some way we can apply that pressure
on Tehran, because that is the real issue
here.” Pompeo said in a Friday interview
with CNN’s State of the Union, adding
that the government of lran would
decide when to resume enrichment.
Pompeo’s comments in Saudi Arabia on
Monday, as President Donald Trump’s
national security adviser, and other
actions suggest the administration is
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also looking to reduce or punish Saudi
Arabia for its support of Iran during the
nuclear negotiations. The
administration’s economic approach of
freezing Iranian oil revenue has also
chipped away at the kingdom'’s budget,
making it harder for it to meet many of
its obligations and develop its military.
“It is Important that we unite against a
common enemy: the Iranian regime,”
Pompeo said. “We have no greater
friends in the region than the
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