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Freelancer: 'Large-scale surveillance software will drain finances' A surveillance system developed by a Californian firm promises to turn the privacy debate upside down, with eye-opening images in just seconds to stop suspected robbers. Experts warn the software is draining police budgets and could make
citizens less willing to cooperate with investigations - even if the person they are watching has not broken the law. In the past, police have used traffic stop tactics to watch suspects and even produce a video of their movements as they took a journey. But Prof Steven Thurlow, from the University of Alabama,
believes such techniques could soon become a thing of the past. He claims automatic interpretation of audio will soon make use of high-definition video to not only detect criminals but also use advanced methods to extract information and analyse what is seen. The software, developed in California by Phanster
Software, will use video taken by a camera to analyse not only the sounds in the car but also the signs of movement and changes in tone to distinguish between different voices. "If it is a conversation, then you get the conversation, the words and the context," said Prof Thurlow. "There is a whole range of
information that can be extracted from audio. It's more effective and more accurate than just voices or just sounds." Police forces across America are weighing up the new system, which can run for about six years on a single battery, costing $100,000. It is already being used by one force to investigate recent
stabbings. It draws data from television cameras, street lights, along with audio, radar, infrared and other sensors, and can analyse subtle body language. In trials, the system has been found to be able to recognise an individual's voice better than fingerprinting or DNA profiling, and it is able to detect things like
raised voices and people walking or cycling away from others. It also has the ability to analyse what is being said as the person speaks. But experts warn that such technology carries privacy risks, and that police forces could be legally required to go back to more traditional ways of catching criminals. "Large-scale

surveillance software is really going to drain finances," said Steve Baker, a professor of information policy at the University of California, Berkeley. "It's not going to make for a very exciting video - officers aren't going to be sitting around watching hours and hours of criminal activity on
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