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tell The Canadian Press that Stephen Harper's political team is trying to shut out a competing party, possibly the Bloc Quebecois, from running in the next election. He's also trying to contain the NDP's rise and promote his party as the "sole real alternative." NDP Leader Jack Layton has been able to define his party's message
with a series of policies and programs, such as the economy and a universal pharmacare program. A source says Harper's campaign team has had a "quiet discussion" with Quebecois leaders that the federal election will be a Harper-led majority. According to a report last year in the Globe and Mail, Harper's campaign team is

aiming for a Liberal-NDP or Liberal-Bloc partnership to ensure the PM's return. This would require the support of the Bloc to defeat the Conservative candidate, but the Bloc's leader would not rule out the option of supporting the other party — if such a tie-up was not against its pro-sovereignty stance. However, the Bloc is
telling people, "All options are on the table for the election in six months." If the Conservatives win a majority, the party has a "safe" riding majority in Quebec in a safe riding for the next few elections. If the Bloc Quebecois wins more seats and takes the balance of power, the Conservatives could be forced to consider a deal
with the Bloc to stay in power. Another report in the Globe and Mail says senior Conservatives were watching the U.S. presidential election closely and seeing what works and what doesn't in the 2010 ballot that sent Republican Bob Dole to the White House. The internal report says the former prime minister is a "key political

player" that the Conservatives have to watch carefully. It says Dole has a "soul for politics" and would be a formidable opponent against the opposition Liberals in any election he ran against the Conservative party. "In a weird way, he could be a deal-making kingmaker because he's so much bigger than his own party and
he's a guy 1cdb36666d
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