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a free software with error and crash .This could be the end of the Afghan war—or the beginning. At least that’s what officials in
Kabul and Washington are hinting at as they consider one of the most significant options yet: leaving behind a small U.S. force
to train and advise Afghan forces. The U.S. has kept around 10,000 troops in the country and the main combat operation has
long been winding down. But thousands of other personnel remain, including in the Green Zone in Baghdad. The violence is

largely limited to the north and east of Afghanistan—an indication that the Taliban is cozying up to other militant groups in the
country. And with the main enemy out of the way, officials are now starting to turn their attention to the hard part: helping to
build up Afghan security forces capable of defending the country. "This is a difficult transition," said Thomas Sanderson, the
president of the Center for a New American Security, a security think-tank in Washington that advocates reducing the U.S.

footprint. "Maybe the most difficult challenge will be working in that gray zone between our presence and when we pull
completely out." Smaller U.S. footprint will still require airstrikes and other military support The idea of a full troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan is nothing new, but officials warn that a continued presence is not without cost. The U.S. has already poured

hundreds of billions of dollars into the country, bringing it to a state of stability. Now, Washington will need to spend millions of
dollars a year to keep a small force in place to train and advise Afghan forces as they go. And that costs money that could be

spent on other security issues. "What we're looking at is a lever to hold the Taliban at bay," said Gen. John Campbell, the
commander of U.S. and international forces in the country. "I would say that our presence is enabling a degree of stability... to

allow the government of Afghanistan to operate and the 595f342e71
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