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our electoral system? Well, what if there’s only one thing he can
legitimately claim? What if the nation’s sole legitimate demand is that
the government never again use lethal force to combat private armed
forces? What if there’s only one qualification he can legitimately claim?
No, | am not the solution. But | am the only solution. In the most real
sense, | am the one candidate who can credibly deny that | seek to
become the sovereign. In the most real sense, | can commit to deliver
what the sovereign has promised - the freedom of the individual. And in
the most real sense, there is a governance that is beyond debate.
Which is to say, there is no government. We have seen that real
movement already occur. Over the past 50 years, gun ownership in
America has grown from less than 12 percent of the population to more
than half. And believe me, no force has been used to gain those guns,
or to restrict them to the government. Some of our most important
forebears have spoken to this subject before me, but I'd like to share
with you what they might say if they could return to this time. Andrzej
Waldron at the University of Kentucky talks about how the yoke of
tyranny will be broken. And Karl Hess, who helped popularize the
message of classical liberalism, talks about how the people will take
charge of their own government. It seems to me that we are now
rapidly approaching a time when the wisdom and benefits of individual
liberty will be made self-evident. The veil of good intentions has lifted.
And we see that a time of great promise is dawning.
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