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i download Bahubali - The BeginningParquet Courts — “City Lights” It isn’t surprising that musicians
from Brooklyn would turn to Detroit for inspiration. Formed in 2008, the three-piece Parquet Courts
have been busy honing their sound since their early days of childhood city sojourns — both in the
'80s and '90s, when the band’s members would visit their dads’ punk show house and, in the case of
frontman Andy Hull, ride the elevated train downtown. But it’s the last five years or so that have
seen the group’s commitment to its hometown markedly shift. “I think we really connected to the
area in some way while we were living there,” Hull says. “If you go to Chicago or Austin, it's not
about being connected to the city itself — it’s about being connected to the city’s culture. Whereas
for us, the city was very intimate and special.” More than any of the band’s albums to date, though,
it was 2011’s A Glorious Croaking, released on Fat Possum, that showed the group’s love of Detroit.
“That seemed like one of the band’s best records,” says Fat Possum founder, label head, and
Pavement forefather Doug Martz. “If | had to choose the one album that captured Detroit for me, it
would be that one.” The boys in Parquet Courts are still very much a part of the Detroit music scene,
but they’ve evolved in subtle ways since then, such as ditching the train for planes and rediscovering
the city’s charms through its architecture. Now, with the release of their latest album, Sunbathing
Animal, the band is pushing deeper into the fabric of the city and relying less on its buildings for
inspiration — evidenced by the album'’s title, which is inspired by the area’s rapidly receding
buildings, and also by the title track, a song that revels in its urban decay. “It's a very good song,”
Martz says. “l don’t know how many times I've listened to that one.” The label owner plays into the
album’s cult title by describing it as “one of
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