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This article is about the history of architecture of India, as it has been practiced or influenced in any way by a Hindu, Buddhist, or Jain. The article gives examples of some buildings in India which would be typical of Hindu architecture, Buddhist architecture, Jain architecture, and of "revival" style architecture in the country. Architectural styles Hindu temples and
Hindu temples architecture in India Theravada Buddhism architectural style The historical Buddhist temples in India, often called the classical architecture of India, are built in the typical manner of all Buddhist nations. They all have a basic stupa shape, in one or two stages, with only the three main elements being connected in stone: the base, the body, and the
spire. The largest and best preserved example of Buddhist temple architecture is the Ajanta caves. Buddhist temples in India The following temple complexes in India have been classified as classical Buddhist architecture: Classical Buddhist architecture of Northern India is characterized by "the image of the bodhi tree, the use of a pylon-frontage, a principal
entrance recessed behind a projecting temple, ornate columns and balustrades, rich ornamentation in high relief, and the use of a three-tiered composition in the chief sanctuary”. Some of the earliest Buddhist temples in India are found in the area of Mathura. Mathura was the place where the Buddha and his first four companions stayed after renunciation and prior
to his awakening. Classical Buddhist architecture of Southern India consists of "a decorated shrine, a mandapa, and a ghat". Classical Buddhist architecture of Southern India is characterized by "a more squat form and the use of the monastery or vihara (monk's house) in the place of the temple". Shankara and Chaitanya were two great Mahayana teachers who
challenged this architectural style. They took Buddhism back to the surface and gave it a sense of drama. An example is the Jagannath temple at Puri, constructed in a miniature version of the style developed by Anuradha. The Dravida style of architecture is characterized by a series of towers of which the Kailasanatha temple is an example. This architectural style
was more popular in the states of Travancore and Cochin, where they can be found in the temple at Kariyakulangara
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