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Russian President Vladimir
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American politicians and
foreign policy heavyweights

might have seemed like
nothing more than a bilateral

golfing contest. Except for
one thing. Where it was held
was a long way from a jackal-
breeding ground. Why would
these American officials, and
the European diplomats and

intelligence services that
gathered around them, let
Putin know they were so

willing to engage in a secret
meeting in the Great White

North, on Putin’s own terms?
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“They thought it was
serious,” says one former

American diplomat who was
at the meeting, speaking on

condition of anonymity. What
he’d like to know is why they

would do that. It raises
questions about the

intentions of politicians and
political strategists on both

sides. And about how
seriously they should take
the five pages of proposed
updates to the New START
deal – and how seriously

they should take the Russian
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proposals that accompanied
them. The meeting took

place on the day before the
New START review

conference was set to start
in Geneva, so it’s likely the
American officials couldn’t

have been sure whether they
would actually get to do the

reviewing. Nevertheless,
they showed up. And it’s

worth pointing out that Putin,
in his turn, is making a show

of responding to the
changing relationships

between the two countries.
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At the same time, there are
a number of confounding
factors that 1cdb36666d
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